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June 29, Wednesday. Nothing from the army. We hear
that the pirate Alabama is at Cherbourg. Is she to remain
there to be repaired? Seward tells me he knows one of the
French armed vessels recently sold is for Sweden, and he
has little doubt both are; that the French government is
not deceitful in this matter.

Congress is getting restive and discontented with the
financial management. The papers speak of the appoint-
ment of Field, Assistant Secretary, to be Assistant Treas-
urer at New York, in the place of Cisco. I doubt if any one
but Chase would think of him for the place, and Chase, as
usual, does not know the reason. But Field has talents,
and Chase takes him from association. Morgan prefers
Hillhouse, and Seward wants Blatchford.

The closing hours of Congress are crowded, as usual, but
I believe matters are about as square as usual. Our naval
bills have mostly been disposed of.

June 30, Thursday. All were surprised to-day with the
resignation of Secretary Chase and the nomination of Gov-
ernor David Tod as his successor. I knew nothing of it till
the fact was told me by Senator Doolittle, who came to see
and advise with me, supposing I knew something of the
circumstances. But I was wholly ignorant. Chase had not
thought proper to consult me as to his resignation, nor had
the President as to his action upon it, or the selection. My
first impression was that he had consulted Seward and per-
haps Blair. I learn, however, he advised with none of his
Cabinet, but acted from his own impulses. I have doubts
of Tod's ability for this position, though he has good com-
mon sense and was trained in the right school, being a
hard-money man. Not having seen the President since this
movement took place, I do not comprehend his policy. It
can hardly be his intention to reverse the action of Chase
entirely without consulting those who are associated with
him in the Government. And yet the selection of Tod indi-
cates that, if there be any system in the movement. The